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to offer Advanced Placement

it colirdes, the College Board gays’.
.. itiwill soon start auditing all- . examfor éach course.
- 7" guch courses. to-ensure mn:o&m. “By:” mm@nmgvmﬂ. moom
¥ apen't watering down §m pro-

Cplir gram'y standards.

/Trevor Packer, the m:.mnﬂow om...._

. “.the College Board’s AP program,.-
©. tannounced the audit plan here
2wt this monthiat a conference at-
o Gtended by more than 2,500
T fechool @ﬁwﬁv&m ‘and »m ﬁmmnﬁ,_
ergand 83&5@85 .
o “The ‘audit id not, mwwﬁm &9@8 :
“to odg: msﬁwﬁm Sumw wm:.mmﬁ R
monm all along, i ex ;
pffon’ the - mcm.:,\ mcﬁﬁ My
mgmnwmw said :
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U City-based ‘College Board will
. mgm n& vwiwﬁwmaum m%a&m

mmow

for. mﬁmﬁ@;ﬁm courses for one

m,:mm ﬁum ap label -

rized AP programs; as well as the

mnw mowc& Cotrses that do't ot

Bmimi or inatafice, o mini-

" webk in‘lab work for an AP wm& :
. om% naawmml}a% wow @ﬁmr@

S ”.wm offered in the 2007-08 acade-
- mic year. Schools will have until”

.E&H the course: m%:mvmm 48am-"
“ple mmm_mbgmmw mwm a mmﬁ%rw .

” school will Teceive Tegal mm@mma
- ment from the oémmm Board au-
thorizing the use of aam AP label

- year. No fee will-be nvmammm for
-the msa; or for ms&woﬁumﬁoﬁ S..

Colleges will reesive d rﬂﬂmm
...& all high scheols with autho-

‘specific courses authorized at .
p-preseribed am@sﬁm,.m

mum of two double periods per.

nmzm from colleges and universi-

ties to ehsure the rigor and high.
“standards of AP courses ag the de- -

mand for such courses grows, aom

y Qcﬁmmm Board says. .

‘“We want to use ¢:w. to'help en-

: sure AP students gel what they -
-ugign up for” Mr: Packer said. “Ap
‘hasg sdch cachet that schools are
~ rushing to offer it without the
“] vmmﬁ E?mmﬁggwm .

2o ZME%QQ a@mﬁ

EE Em&. no=mmm wemag ?&:

' The.. M:ER Emﬁ is driven by :

by researchers at the University
of California, Berkeley, found
that high school students who en-

~rolled in college-level courses such

_as Advanced Placement did not

perform better in coliege unless

" they took the end- of-course tests.

(See - m&:nproa Week, Jan. 5,
+2005.)

At this.time, ‘Mr. m,maxﬁ. said,

.. ‘the College Board does not plan

m%oowm an awcomm not 8 wm? :

Eswmﬁm in the audit will still be

able’to order and administer .
¥. AP exams, Ummmsmm the exam

.serves as its.own measure of
,.@cmrg .Zw, ‘Packer said: Stus
" dents in stich chools’ would still
gel ac:mmm S.mmnw mﬁ. ﬁmmmpsm the
. ?ﬁ.&. Sl o
,P ﬁﬁoﬁ Hmwmmmm& late Wm# %m&,

“to make AP ests mandatory for -
~every class participant, because

_ soine students cannot afford w:m
mmw cost per test.
Mr. Packer mﬁ@ mogt of the

“‘sthools that  offer: AP courses

|

meet the standards set by the
. College Board. However, some

“schools have used the AP desig-

5&5; for naﬁ.mmm not developed
“We %S@ to use
this to help. ensure

-AP students %N

“what they sign Ec
for: AP has such
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Trevor Packer

 Dirsctor, Advanced Emam_ﬂma Prograiti ..
The Collegs Board.

by the hoard’s Advanced Place-
ment vmomeﬁ? guch ~as AP

courses in photography and the-
mwmw he said, adding that an
audit would ﬁw%mi such mis-
uses,

The @aw&mw;% of SHo AP pro-
gram has increased rapidly over
the past few .years. In 2004,

courses, an increase of 417

The number of private schools

| offering AP courses grew by 103,

from 2,845 to 2, mwm &ﬁﬁsm ihe

same time.
Teachers and counselors at-

. tending the July 14-18 confer-

| ence welcomed the audit plan,
" saying .it ‘would ~ensure - that

‘1" gehools~focus. on’ maintaining

high standards for ‘students.
“This is a step in the right di-

the AP coordinator at the 1,600~

| gtudent Newington High School
‘in Newington; Conmn., near Hart- -

ford, whoge ‘gchool offers AP
‘courses in 16 mﬁgmn?. .

sure that-the rigor we put in our
classes is validated and not di-

Tuted by a plethora.of courses
‘that call themselves Ap,” she said,
Teborah St.Jean; an AP Eng-
lish. teacher at the school,
‘the audit was reagonable and
~even necessary to maintain the

_the audit entailg, to gauge the im-
ﬁ%ﬁ on their own m%ooﬁm. am.moE@

11,196 public schools offered AP

schools over the previous year..

rection,” said Sabrina M. Lavierl,

“T'he changes are going to en-:

gaid

“gold standard” of the College

1 Roard and Advanced Placement.
‘Other teachers said they were-.

‘waiting to learn more about what .

Courses

are always anxious about change,”
‘gaid Nancy Price, an AP literature
teacher at Fort Scott High School
in Fort Scott, Kan,

Among other changes an-
nounced at the conference; the
College Roard will send schools
a new report, starting in Sep-
tember, called the ar Instruc-
tional Planning Report, which
will compare their students
with ap participants around the
country and worldwide. More

‘than 760 schools ocutside the

Tnited States now offer ap

‘courses.

AP Comedy

Advanced Placement teachers

“and coordinators at the confer-

ence attended workshops and *
more than 200 breakeut sessions
on, specific subject areas.
Raymond J. Simon, the deputy
secretary of the U.S. Department

oof Tducation, delivered what was -
. yearly @t stand-up comedy Tou-
“tine, using as his Eoﬁ an ovmo- -
“ o lete slide rule. :

_ He drew peals of I Hmmmﬁmﬂ with:
a story about scaring off bullies -

... in school with his “deluxe Eo&o&.
- ‘fiberglass slide'rulé. that'came .’
L with 8 own, holster-like. nm&mxm :
©earrying case.” Holding up: a

" hand-held caleulator, which al-,

ot

most overnight replaced ‘the.

. ‘slide rule in the 1970s, Mr.

Simon shrugged as he declared”
that the newer instrument was

_ just ot a8 cool.

And then he mmmz,&o&.?m mes- .

" sage: Although cool, the slide rule

was way off the mark when ;

eame to actual caleulations, in

contrast to the calculatorn
“Without the high expectations

that Ap-is all about, we run ihe

risk of mnwmamwﬁm students with
shide-rule skills in the galeulator
age.” Mr. Simon said.

Nina Shekrait wrwm the assis-
tant deputy secretary in charge
of the Education Department’s
office of innovation and fmprove-
ment, brought along some props,
too—aP-approved exam materi-
‘als; including sharp No. 2 pencils
and a calculator.

My, Rees . pointed fo flat
math and reading scores among

“high school students on the Na-

tional-Assessment of Educa-
“ional Progress and called for

" revising high school mgmeﬁfas

Snm:.mﬁmbﬁm

“Tt ig no surprise colleges and
universities are spending mil-
lions: on remedial education,”
she said, adding that data have
shown that rigotons eoursework
is-a good Emmpnwon of oammmm
BUCCESS. :

“But even as she lauded the ?w

vanced Placement program’s Suc

dess, and a 73 percent increase ir

. federal funding proposed: b
‘President Bush for states to bol

ster AP programs at ‘s¢hools fo
figcal 2006, Ms. Rees called fo
making AP courses more accessi
Lle. to students; particularl
‘thoge in rural areas.

 “The AP prograin can E:En
even more lives if students ar
given d chance to access them

" ghe gaid.



