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TO:  Board of School Directors 
 
THROUGH: Curriculum, Instruction, and Technology Committee 
 
FROM:  Robert E. Terrill  
 
RE:  Request for Approval of Acellus Math Grant from International Academy of Science 
 
DATE:  Wednesday, July 23, 2008 
 
The International Academy of Science has offered to fund half of the cost to implement the Acellus Math 
Instruction program in all of our high schools. 
 
Basically, Acellus is a computer-based program for interactive mathematics instruction.  More specifically, 
Acellus provides program instruction in fundamental math, Algebra I and II, Geometry, Trigonometry, AP 
Calculus, and more.  A middle school series of courses is almost completed as well. 
 
How Acellus Works: (Taken from Acellus publication) 
 
Students first view a short, high quality video lecture, taught by on of America’s master teachers.  After the 
lecture the students are given practice problems or questions to measure their mastery of the material.  
Based on their answers, Acellus either moves them on to the next lesson or gives them additional 
instruction through a more in-depth lecture, which explains the concepts at a more fundamental and 
detailed level.  Acellus administers reviews and examinations at the end of each unit and each term. 
 
The learning is interactive.  Acellus accomplishes this by monitoring student answers, giving immediate 
feedback when they struggle with specific concepts.  For example, many lessons have special “mini-
lectures” which pop up if the student gives a specific wrong answer. 
 
Attached is an Acellus publication that explains in more detail the program.  The Acellus website is 
www.acellus.com   It provides examples of the program and also examples of lessons for various subjects. 
 
 
Possibilities for Warren County: 
 
First, the Acellus program is being offered by the International Academy of Science at half the price.  Also 
attached are the grant funds being offered.  The district costs can be covered by Title I funds with no local 
funds being used. 
 
Second, high school principals will have the option of scheduling mixed classes of math students at the 
same time.  For instance, in small schools, a student could take AP Calculus, while several other students 
take Algebra I or Algebra II courses at the same time.  All of these students would be supervised by the 
same teacher during the same period in the same class.  The teacher would not have to prepare the 
lessons, since they are provided by the Acellus master teacher.  Acellus also maintains a database of 
responses, student work, and student test results for the Warren County teacher to manage. 
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Third, the video lessons provided by Acellus can also be used by the principal and math teachers to 
acquire effective teaching skills.  Some school districts are using Acellus to in-service math teachers 
instead of teaching students. 
 
Fourth, Acellus can be used to tutor students and provide remedial help. 
 
Attached are the proposed agreements for the Acellus grant. 
 
 
Confidentiality: 
 
All data that is backed up by Acellus is encrypted and stripped of personal references to protect 
confidentiality of the students.  Acellus compiles data relative to responses of students; however, that data 
does not identify the student nor the school district.  The data are used to improve the programmed 
instruction. 
 






























