Request for Distance Learning Opportunities

ALLEGHENY VALLEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

SHEFFIELD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Deborah Dwyer

If the faculty and staff were provided the Distance Learning Opportunities at Allegheny Valley and Sheffield Elementary we foresee the following options as special opportunities for our students:

1.  Students could benefit from foreign language exposure / opportunities with students from other schools.

2.  High achievers who do not qualify for gifted support services might be able to benefit from other activities broadcast from the LEC or other schools within the district.

3.  Several students who correspond with pen pals from other schools could interact with each other via distance learning.
4.  Students would have the ability to benefit from any number of instructors’ “best lessons” and presentations from various schools.
5.  Games and contests such as Academic Bowls or Spelling Bees with other schools could take place without having to leave the students’ home schools.
Sugar Grove Elementary
Marcia Madigan

Mobile Distance Learning
 
      I met with Susan Howe in order to get educated on the use of mobile distance learning. I feel that I can say that if SGES would receive the use of such equipment that we could definitely use it for many educational opportunities. 
The opportunities for students to visit museums and zoos, etc without ever leaving the classroom is ideal. The chances for students to view original art prints, documents, and share music, stories, and poetry with professionals from those fields are priceless educational experiences. Just this school year, our Title I teacher arranged for our students, parents, and staff to meet and listen to an author and illustrator. Please imagine how many times SGES would be able to call on an author as a resource using the mobile distance learning without the large price tag attached each time.  Students sharing lessons and having competitions in math or spelling, working on projects, and sharing cultural experiences would be a positive for students from SGES where there is not a very diverse cultural atmosphere. 
    The second positive would be the benefit to the faculty, staff, and community. This would be a superb way to access professional development, other schools and community awareness of programs and opportunities without the need or cost for travel, lodging, and substitutes. 

     The main reason that I think SGES would benefit and could promote education resources would be with our involvement in Pennsylvania’s statewide inquiry-based elementary science initiative, Science: It’s Elementary.  This is a state grant that SGES has been awarded and we are in our second year. I have spoken with the teachers and asked if they would feel comfortable teaching science on mobile distance learning. The teachers agreed that it would give SGES teachers the opportunity and the means to help spread and promote the knowledge and professional development needed to teach inquiry -based science education, not only for our own district but perhaps the rest of the state.
One of the requirements of the SIE grant is host an event to Showcase Student Learning through the student’s hands-on investigations of science. I think it would be wonderful for our teachers, who have been trained for each modular presented in each grade level, to teach the lesson to say four classrooms across the district or the state at the same time. It would offer the students and faculties in other buildings to share their gained knowledge and successes. Students would be able to showcase their learning on a more regular basis then at one open house fro their own school and community.
       In closing, thanks for the opportunity to share with you my thoughts on using an additional teaching and learning tool called mobile distance learning.
 
Thanks,
Marcia Madigan
SGES Principal
Warren Area Elementary Center

Ruth Nelson

If given the opportunity to have a video conferencing unit at WAEC, we would be able to enhance instruction in the following ways:

· Team with schools throughout the world to share lessons in every subject area.  Currently we have one 5th grade class communicating with pen pals in China.  They wanted to use web cam but our system blocks that.  The interchange of knowledge has been very interesting, but it would be wonderful to actually share lessons and communication.

· Allow the high flyers who do not qualify for the gifted program to access programs at the LEC.

· Allow our gifted students to communicate with other children who are studying a foreign language.  How wonderful this would be to provide opportunities for the children to practice and use the tools they are learning through the Rosetta Stone program at the LEC.

· Have secondary students in advanced III and IV French and Spanish classes teach our elementary students a foreign language.

· Share literacy circles with other schools in and out of our district.  We currently do “Battle of the Books” within our own school, but the competition with other schools would add to the student interest.

· Access special programs at Smithsonian, NASA, various museums, etc.  Our geographical area limits physical access to many of these cultural experiences.

· Competitions with other schools for math, spelling, reading, etc.

A unit at WAEC would have the capabilities of impacting approximately 745 elementary students in our district.  Many of our teachers are technology savvy and would embrace this opportunity.  Please consider us as one of the sites for these units.

South Street Early Learning Center

Ann Buerkle

· We can connect to anyone anywhere

· We can see them, they can see us

· Across the district, state, country, world

· Math competitions

· Literature circles

· Shared readings

· Spanish 4 students teaching little ones Spanish

· I just got a request for a teacher who wants to explore a Science Experiment with another class.

· 100th Day of school with another class

· Dr. Seuss Day  (shared readings)

· Music classes with other Music Classrooms

· Experts in a field can work with students
Youngsville Elementary School

Deb Young

YEMS has one mobile video conferencing unit at this time because of the middle level.  Mrs. Young reports that having one unit is adequate at this time.
