Jamestown Community College
Promoting Academic Success (PAS)

INT 7___ (1 credit)
Wednesday 8:45- 10:45
Warren Site, Room ___
Instructors:

Deb Young, Faculty, Interdisciplinary Studies 
email: debrayoung@mail.sunyjcc.edu 
Nancy Callahan, ADA Coordinator/Disability Support Services

email: nancycallahan@mail.sunyjcc.edu 
716.338.1251
Required Text:     
Carter, Bishop, & Kravitz, Keys To Success, 7th Edition, Pearson/ Prentice Hall: 2011.
Course Description

Students will learn about their rights and responsibilities in higher education, will come to understand and capitalize on their personal learning strengths, and will develop learning strategies and have exposure to, and practice with, various assistive technologies.  The Promoting Academic Success course is designed for high school students with learning disabilities and/or other cognitive impairments who plan on transitioning to post-secondary education after high school.  

Student Learning Outcomes: 
Upon completion of this course students will be able to:
· Describe the behaviors and characteristics of an effective learner 

· Describe appropriate learning strategies based on personal cognitive strengths and assistive technology
· Demonstrate effective study skills
· Describe their understanding of rights/ responsibilities for students with disabilities at the college level. 
Course Expectations
You are expected to assume full responsibility for ensuring a successful completion of the course.  Typically, college students work approximately two hours outside of class for every hour in class.  It is expected that you plan accordingly for out-of-class time to read and complete assignments.  

It is important that you:
· Attend all sessions 

· Consult with your instructors regarding your progress or any difficulties you may be facing. 
· Manage your time well to complete assignments. 

· Keep yourself motivated and positive about what you can accomplish. 

· Keep your mind open for new intellectual challenges. 
Due Dates
Strong time management skills are important in college and beyond. Assignments are due in class on the dates specified in the schedule. If there are extenuating circumstances that will prevent you from submitting an assignment on time, please discuss with instructor in advance, to avoid an incomplete for the assignment.  
Academic Integrity

Students are encouraged to discuss assignments and ideas—you can learn a lot from each other! However, it is expected that each student will do his/her own work on all assignments.  

Course Requirements/ Grades
Attendance /Class Participation
40 points 
Homework/ In-Class Assessments
60 points 
Presentation



40 points
Complete Portfolio


60 points
Total 

          


200 points total
Your final grade will be calculated as a percentage and then assigned a letter grade according to the table below.
Grade Percentage Definition

A 
180- 200 points
B+
174-179 points

B
160- 173 points
C+ 
154- 159 points
C 
140-153 points

D+
134- 139 points 
D 
120- 133 points
F 
132 or below: failure of the course
· Attendance/ Class Participation – Your attendance is critical to your success in college.  If you are unable to make class, you are required to 
1. notify the instructor of the day by email at  debrayoung@mail.sunyjcc.edu or nancycallahan@mail.sunyjcc.edu and to 
2. submit (as an attachment) any homework that was due that day. 
Participating in class discussions, group work, and other classroom experiences are also integral to college course and count toward your grade. 
· Homework/ In-class Assessments – You will be assigned homework and will complete in-class assignments.  Any in-class assignments not completed in class become homework due at the next class. 

· Portfolio – You will be given portfolio assignments throughout the course to reflect on daily topics.  Each portfolio page is due the week after it is assigned and can be turned in at the beginning of class, or emailed as an attachment to the instructor prior to class.  You may revise/ improve portfolio pages for a better grade by submitting the original and the revised pages as part of your complete portfolio on the last day of class. 
· Presentation—Working with a partner or by yourself, you will do a brief presentation about what you have learned in this course.
· Field Trip to Jamestown campus of JCC—on the last day of class you will have the opportunity to visit and tour the Jamestown campus, give your brief presentation, and have a discussion brunch with current college students.
Cell Phone Policy:  The use of cell phones during class time is prohibited.  Texting, making and answering calls, and checking voicemail/ email messages disrupt class and will not be tolerated. Cell phones must be turned off, not placed on vibrate/ silent, prior to the beginning of class.
Students Needing Accommodations: Students who need accommodations to participate in classroom activities and/or complete assignments for this course should consult with instructor, Nancy Callahan, who is JCC’s coordinator of disability support services.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR COURSE:

	AGENDA
	IN CLASS
	ASSIGNED HW – due next class

	Week One:  Setting the Stage

Deb Young and Nancy Callahan
	· Syllabus review

· Current student habits

· The culture of college

· High school and college differences
	· Read and do activities in Chapter 2: Values, Goals and Time- Managing Yourself 

· Track your week on pages  50- 53



	Week Two:  Time Management and Active Learning 

Deb Young
	· Time management

· Recognize active and passive learning

· Learning Style Assessment

· Gardner’s Intelligences
	· Read Chapter 3: Learning How You Learn- Making the Most of Your Abilities
· Do Multiple Pathways to Learning exercise on p. 63

	Week Three: Learning How You Learn  

Nancy Callahan
	· Self knowledge

· Understanding (your) psycho-ed evaluation

· Strategies to maximize your learning strengths
	· Portfolio Page One: What I’ve learned about how I learn best.

	Week Four: Assistive Tech

Nancy Callahan
	· Becoming a more independent learner

· Demos of Kurzweil, Dragon, iPad, iPods

· Developing a personal tech plan
	· Read Handout- Students with Disabilities Preparing for Postsecondary Education: Know Your Rights and Responsibilities US Dept.of Education, Office of Civil Rights.
· Portfolio Page Two: What tech could/should I be using to become a more efficient and independent learner?

	Week Five: Disability Law 
Nancy Callahan
	· Rights and Responsibilities in college 

· Accessing services

· Developing self-advocacy
	Portfolio Page Three: personal plan for accessing services at college.

	Week Six:  Reading and Studying 

Deb Young
	· Introduce SQ3R

· Information Literacy Skills

· Bloom’s Taxonomy

· Annotating the text
	· Practice annotating a sample text

· Complete Personal Portfolio on p. 147

	Week Seven: Note-taking and  Test-taking

Deb Young
	· Information Processing Model

· Cornell Note-taking

· Visual strategies

· Developing your own shorthand

· How to prepare an outline

· Test taking strategy

· Preparing test questions

· Handling test anxiety
	· Prepare notes on the “Hypnosis” essay.

· Prepare an outline

· Use the test taking strategy in another class. 

	Week Eight:  A Campus Experience 

Deb Young and Nancy Callahan
	· Field Trip to Jamestown Campus 

· Campus Tour
· Presentations
· Brunch with current JCC students (who have accommodations) 

· Portfolios are due
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