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COVER SHEET FOR E-MAIL/FAX TRANSMISSION

Date:  January 31, 2007
Total number of pages, including this cover sheet:  4

DELIVER TO:
National Forest Counties and Schools Coalition Members

FAX NO.:
530-529-4120

FROM:
Bob Douglas, President
If you do not wish to receive any further Fax or E-Mail Messages from us.  Please E-Mail us at www.forestco.net or call us 24/7 at 1-866-767-7755 (Toll Free).
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January 24, 2007
TO:
NFCSC Members

FROM:
Bob Douglas

RE:
Urgent Action Alert – One Year Emergency Extension of Secure Rural Schools and 


Communities
Background

Our number one NFCSC goal is to obtain passage of a one year extension of PL 106-393 within the next two months in order to prevent the need to issue layoff notices in our counties and school districts.  We estimate that between 12,000-16,000 layoff notices are being prepared for distribution if PL 106-393 is not extended.

There will be two opportunities to attach a one year extension to appropriations bills that are scheduled for action in February and March.  The first opportunity will be the Continuing Resolution (CR) which we think the House will pass today (Wednesday, January 31).  The Senate is scheduled to take action on the CR shortly there after.  PL 106-393 is not in the House version of the CR.  Mr. Walden and Mr. DeFazio proposed an amendment to the CR in the House, but the amendment was defeated in the Rules Committee on an 8-4 party line vote, so they are prohibited under House Rules to introduce it on the floor.
Senator Gordon Smith has sent a letter to Senate Leadership announcing that he will filibuster the Senate CR until the Senate Leadership agrees to insert a one year extension of PL 106-393.  This is our best and only hope to be inserted into the CR.  Please contact your Senator and urge him/her to join Senator Smith in his filibuster attempt.  At the least, we hope to obtain a commitment from leadership to address our issue in the Emergency Supplemental Package later in February.
The second and better opportunity for an extension of PL 106-393 is the Emergency Supplemental Spending bill being prepared by the White House.  It is expected to be submitted to Congress late next week right after the budget has been delivered.

Here we have three major actions which must be taken immediately.

1. Immediately flood the White House with e-mails and faxes demanding that PL 106-393 be included in the Emergency Supplemental Spending Package.  Contacts and phone/fax numbers follow.

2. Fax county and school district letters to the House leaders stressing the urgency and the need for immediate action in order to avert disaster in forest counties and school districts.  Contacts follow.
3. Contact your Senators and your Representatives and ask that he or she contact leadership and strongly advocate (demand) that Secure Rural Schools and Community be included in the Emergency Supplemental Spending Package
Immediate Action Request
Please take the following Immediate Actions in the order they are presented:
1. First Action – By Saturday, February 3, 2007 send Faxes and E-Mails to the following White House officials:

· Mr. Toby Burke, Director of Intergovernmental Affairs


Phone: 202-456-2896 / E-Mail: toby_burke@who.eop.gov

Fax: 202-456-7015

· Mr. Brian McCormick, Deputy Director of External Affairs


Phone: 202-456-1787 / Fax: 202-456-6218


E-Mail: brian_mccormick@who.eop.gov
· Ms. Rhonda Keenum, Director, Public Liaison Office


Phone: 202-456-1787 / Fax: 202-456-6218


E-Mail: rhonda_keenum@who.eop.gov
· Mr. Chase Hutto, Chief of Staff – Vice President’s Office

Phone: 202-456-9000 / E-Mail chase_hutto@who.eop.gov

Fax: 202-456-6231

· Mr. Mitch Butler, Assistant Director – Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)

Phone: 202-456-6224 / E-Mail: mitch_butler@who.eop.gov

Fax: 202-395-2394

· Mr. Hunter Moorhead, Director, National Economic Council (NEC)

E-Mail: hunter_moorhead@who.eop.gov

Phone: 202-456-2800 / Fax: 202-456-2223

2. Second Action – By Tuesday, February 7, 2007

Contact by Fax or Phone the House Leadership and strongly urge them to include the Extension of the Secure Rural Schools and Community Act in the Emergency Supplemental Spending Bill.  Stress the urgency of acting immediately to avert sending 12-15 thousand layoff notices to rural families by mid-March.


Speaker of the House – Mrs. Nancy Pelosi


Phone: 202-225-0100


Fax: 202-225-4188


Minority Leader of the House – Mr. John Boehner


Phone: 202-225-4000


Fax: 202-225-5117

3. Third Action – By Friday, February 9

Contact your Senators and Representatives and strongly urge them to insist that leadership in their caucus agree to attach Secure Rural Schools and Community Act to the Emergency Supplemental Spending Package.

I know this is asking a lot of each of you in a very short timeline.  However, I cannot emphasize how important it is for all levels of Washington, DC to hear a loud, high volume cry for help right now.

Thank you for your caring and committed work.
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Schools Coalition
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