Resolution Supporting House Bill 446

By the Board of Directors of the






 School District

Whereas State Representative Karen Beyer has introduced House Bill 446, Printers’ Number 494 that amends the Public School Code to transfer funding responsibility for cyber charter schools to the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) and require greater accountability from cyber charter schools; and 

Whereas school districts are currently required to pay considerable sums of money, totaling hundreds of millions of dollars across the state, to support students attending cyber charter schools; and 

Whereas the payments made to cyber charter schools vary greatly by school district, and are often unrelated to the actual operational costs of the cyber schools; and

Whereas the state reimburses school districts for less than thirty percent of their payments to cyber charter schools; and

Whereas the 


 School District has spent 

 in subsidies for cyber charter schools over the past 

 years; and

Whereas according PDE, only two of the eleven cyber charter schools in the state met their Adequate Yearly Progress standards in 2006; and 

Whereas school districts provide monetary support for cyber schools, they hold no authority for approval, renewal, or oversight of cyber charters; and

Whereas school districts must pay for students to attend cyber schools, even if the students do not meet standard age-of-beginner requirements set by the district.

Now therefore, be it resolved that the 


 school board supports House Bill 446, sponsored by Representative Karen Beyer of Lehigh and Northampton Counties, and encourages its elected officials to support this bill and any other legislation that attempts to relieve the financial burden on school districts created by cyber charter schools.

Be it further resolved that the ___________________________ school board directs its Board President to take immediate action to alert its state legislators about its position on this legislation and provide a copy of this resolution to them.

Be it further resolved that the _________________ school board will alert and encourage their community members to contact the Pennsylvania General Assembly in support of this and future similar pro-school district legislation.

Adopted this _____________ day of ______________________, 2007.

Signed,

________________________________ (seal)
