Warren County School District

2007-2008 Proposed Final Budget
“Supporting and furthering the education of the students of Warren County” 
The Warren County School District (WCSD) presents this narrative to the citizens of Warren County in support of the proposed budget for the 2007-2008 school year. The following list of items are supported or enabled by the proposed funding. While not exhaustive, the list serves to demonstrate the scope of services and programs that directly impact our students by providing enhanced educational experiences. 
Full-Day Kindergarten - In 2007, the WCSD Board instructed the administration to implement full-day Kindergarten for all attendance areas. The standards-based Kindergarten program will serve an estimated 365 students, who will benefit from additional educational time, curriculum enhancements, and socialization opportunities.
Technology Education - Students in grades 6-8 will experience a redesigned approach to technology education. Students in grades 9-12 will be able to take advantage of new coursework as well. The coursework at the secondary level is applicable to current, real-life opportunities. Building renovations will take place to accommodate the needs of the technology education program. 
The budget also supports the operation of the Warren County Career Center (WCCC), the district’s Area Vocational-Technical School (AVTS). AVTS programs are usually supported through a consortium of districts. In 2007-08, the WCCC will offer eleven programs serving approximately 350 students. WCCC welding facilities will be renovated to implement suggested industry designs.

Curriculum - The budget supports review and revision of science curriculum, ensuring students are educated to Pennsylvania Academic Standards for Science. 

Technology - The 2007-08 budget will continue to support the Citrix environment in the district, which provides 24/7 access to files and applications for students and staff. Broadband Internet and network speeds will be maintained as well. Distance learning applications, using equipment obtained through grants, will be explored and implemented.

Staffing - The budget will provide for the hiring of nine additional teachers for 2007-2008. Itinerant teacher time spent in-class will be increased. Staffing at this level will allow the district to operate within state-recommended class size guidelines.

Alternative Education/Discipline Strategies -The budget will allow the district to continue provision of alternative education services to students. Students will serve in-school suspensions during the school week, rather than on a Saturday at a school building
.

Gifted Education The Learning Enrichment Center will provide enrichment activities to some 180 students from grades K-12.
Special Education - The district will continue to provide an appropriate education to approximately 950 students with disabilities.
Transportation - The district will continue to provide over 1 million miles of transportation for its students.
Building Security – Sheffield, Eisenhower, Youngsville Middle/High Schools, Warren High School and Warren-Beaty Middle School will have installed secured entrances utilizing cameras, monitors and magnetic lock doors similar to our elementary schools.    
Grants - The budget will provide administrative capacity to pursue and implement a variety of grant opportunities that include:
· Dual Enrollment:  Grades 10-12 students can earn Edinboro University undergraduate credits while earning WCSD credits. 
· Tutoring:  Identified students will receive tutoring to address areas of weakness in reading or math.
· Technology Education: Two upper-level classes in technology education will be implemented at the WCCC.
· Professional Education:  Year-round seminars will instruct District teachers/administrators in differentiated instruction.
· Teacher Coaches:  Three teacher coaches in math and literacy will assist teachers in their efforts to ensure student success.
· Student Assistance Program:  SAP services help overcome issues of drug use or mental health, in order to allow student success.
· Drug Awareness and Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.): All district 5th graders all Beaty 8th graders take this curriculum. Warren Area Elementary Center Hiking (WAEC)/Nature Trail:  A new hiking and nature trail will be used in both physical education and classroom instruction by teachers at WAEC and Warren Area High School.
· Destiny Software:  Destiny software will provide our libraries better collection management of district media and textbooks.
· Computer Labs for WAEC/BWMS:  New computers will be installed in labs at WAEC and BWMS.
· Science “Its Elementary”:  Teacher teams at Sugar Grove and Youngsville Elementary Middle Schools experience professional development focused on inquiry-based, hands on science instruction.
· Federal /Title Funding:  This funding is used to improve student achievement as outlined in the No Child Left Behind legislation.
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