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AMY J. STEWART
SUPERINTENDENT

VIA EMAIL
April 13, 2021

Allegheny National Forest
comments-eastern-allegheny-marienville@usda.gov

RE: Comments Concerning Pleasant Project

We, Warren County School District Board of School Directors, are in support of the Pleasant
Project. The project attempts to address the issue of balancing age class distribution across
the Allegheny National Forest. The current early structural percentage of 3.1% is less than
identified in the current Forest Plan. The issue of increasing early structural forests has been a
documented goal in the past two forest plans. The establishment of early structural forests
needs to be aggressively pursued as the Allegheny National Forest continues to mature and
early forest structure is more challenging to develop. The techniques proposed in the
Pleasant Project plan are essential to be successful in the project goals and outcomes. The
recent conclusions of the Allegheny Forest Collaborative also suggests the focus of increasing
the early forest structure and the techniques proposed. In addition, the elimination of the old
growth in the project area is supported as research has shown the species composition of the
old growth stands are not only less diverse, the species present are susceptible to invasive/
non-native insect and disease.

In short our organization strongly supports not only the Pleasant Project, but any project
across the Allegheny National Forest landscape that increases early structural conditions
toward the goal set in the past and present forest plan.

Sincerely,

Donna L. Zariczny
President
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