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Open Court in the time of the company’s earlier copyright date, research favored the program.  In that time, when we were no longer using “Whole Language” and needed a program that was more phonics and phonemic awareness based, Open Court was the best program and was above and beyond all other programs offered.  But, Open Court spent so much time with phonics and phonemic awareness that the company left out comprehension and other valuable components that are needed to be taught early on in reading.  Phonics and phonemic awareness are extremely important for younger students, but so are early comprehension and writing skills too.  Open Court didn’t teach much comprehension and only asked mainly literal (detail / fact) style questions.  Open Court has very little writing and fluency activities.  

We need to have a program to keep students at the level that they are at now and not drop the students back in learning. We also need to have a program consistent through all grades in elementary school.  When you have the same program, then you do not have to worry about gaps and holes in the students’ learning.  You can ensure a spiraling effect to learning and not miss any necessary skills.  

Harcourt is both a program that has a spiraling effect with plenty of review and repetition and is as challenging as Open Court, so our students will not be dropping back in their learning.  Harcourt has everything you could possibly need or want in the program.  

Students will have an easy time with the transition of the two programs.  They will still know the sound associations of Open Court, but will also be able to transition into the new program easily as well.  Children have an easier time transitioning than adults.  

Included is a pro and cons list for the three publishing companies.  The comparisons are between the new Harcourt program and the Open Court and Houghton Mifflin program that we are currently using now.  I did not compare the new Open Court or Houghton Mifflin, so I do not know how those programs have changed to effect how the pros and cons would have changed. 
