
Heather Mills
says she
snapped
when she
poured a jug
of water over
the head of ex-husband
Paul McCartney’s lawyer
during their bitter divorce
battle.
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Mass Grave
Confessions from Shiite
militiamen led Saturday to
the discovery of 15 more
bodies dumped in mass
graves south of Baghdad
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Five bring home scholarships

By LYDIA COTTRELL
lcottrell@timesobserver.com

Six students from the Warren
County Career Center recently attend-
ed the state competition for Skill-
sUSA and five came home with
scholarships.

John Zeleznik, a senior at
Youngsville High School, place first
in Marine Technology. His first place
finish earned him a full scholarship to
WyoTech. His top finish also landed
him in a spot to attend the SkillsUSA
National Skills and Leadership Con-
ference in Kansas City, 

Bradley Theuret, a senior from
Youngsvile High School, placed sec-
ond in Power Equipment Technology.
His second place finish earned him a

Career Center students attend state competition

Photo submitted

Six students from the Warren County Career Center attended
the SkillsUSA competition April 7 -11 in Hershey, PA. Picture from
left to right are John Sheeny, John Zeleznik, Mr. Jim Young (Se-
nior Advisor), Trevor Anderson, Jamie Brown, Brad Theuret and
William Dore.See SCHOLARSHIPS  / A6

By CHUCK HAYES
chayes@timesobserver.com

It’s almost decision time
for a proposed riverfront con-
ference center and hotel for
downtown Warren.

City of Warren officials are
awaiting a report on the feasi-
bility of the Clark St. confer-
ence center and hotel as well

as a decision from Warren
County commissioners on
whether they will allocate
funding for the project.

The feasibility study is due
at any time and commission-
ers will be making their deci-
sion in less than two weeks.

Scanlon Evaluation of
Lancaster has spent recent
months looking at the feasibil-
ity of the project for Provident

Group, Inc., a not-fot-profit
group which specializes in
forming private/public part-
nerships.

At a March 17 meeting in
Warren, Tim King of the Prov-
ident Group said that he ex-
pected the feasibility study
would be completed within
two weeks.

But Warren Mayor Mark
Phillips said on Friday that he

has not seen the study.
“We’re all anxiously await-

ing the outcome to see if
we’re going forward” with the
conference center and hotel,
said Phillips.

If the feasibility study con-
cludes a small conference cen-
ter and hotel in Warren is not
viable, Phillips said the city
will explore other options for
use of the western end of the

former Loranger Manufactur-
ing building.

Phillips said that Robert
Yoder of Susquehanna Devel-
opment, which has guided the
“Impact Warren” revitaliza-
tion project, would probably
be the first person to receive
the report from Scanlon Eval-
uation.

A Warren County teenager was
killed Saturday evening when her
car collided with a tractor trailer
tanker on Rt. 62 in North Warren.

According to Conewango
Township police, Casey Reist, 17,
583 Scranton
Hollow Rd.,
Warren was
southbound on
Rt. 62 near the
Kwik Fill gas
station, 1664
Market St.
Ext., at 8:17
p.m. and turned
into the right-
of-way of a
northbound trac-
tor trailer tanker
operated by William Hammond,
54, of Lockport, N.Y.

Reist’s Chevrolet Lumina was
struck on the passenger side by
the front of the tanker truck, ac-
cording to police. After initial im-
pact near the north entrance of
Kwik Fill,the tanker continued to
push the car into the vacant store
front of the former Movie Gallery
video rental store, police said.

Reist was pronounced dead at
the scene by Warren County Coro-
ner Ed Lloyd.

A front-seat passenger in the
Lumina, Hunter Martin, 19, of
Irvine was flown to Hamot Med-
ical Center in Erie by Lifestar hel-
icopter. A spokesperson at Hamot
said Martin was in critical condi-
tion Sunday evening.

Police said Hammond was not
injured in the accident.

Conewango Township police
were assisted at the scene by War-
ren-based state police, Warren
City police, PUC Enforcement
Officer, North Warren volunteer
firefighters and ambulance, Rus-
sell volunteer firefighters and am-
bulance, Warren City firefighters
and ambulance, Glade volunteer
firefighters, and Emergycare.

Times Observer photo by Brian Ferry

Jim Zavinski is surrounded by flower boxes in his carport. Zavinski made the boxes over
the winter and has offered them to downtown merchants. None of them refused.

Times Observer photo by Brian Ferry

Jim Zavinski hefts one of the dozen flower
boxes scheduled for a move to a downtown lo-
cation.

Decision Looms

Wii keep
active

Feasibility report on conference center due

See DECISION  / A5

Flower Power
Zavinski expands
his campaign to
make city colorful

By BRIAN FERRY
bferry@timesobserver.com

Jim Zavinski is at it again.
The man who brought flower boxes to the

Hickory Street Bridge is working on bringing
more brightness to the downtown.

According to Main Street Manager Chris
Cheronis, Zavinski has been talking to down-
town business owners about whether they
would like no-cost, low-obligation flower
boxes outside their stores.

“I just wanted to do something different
for the downtown,” Zavinski said.

The idea was a pleasant surprise for
Cheronis.

See FLOWER / A6

Teen
killed in
N. Warren
accident

Reist

Warren man
dies in crash
near Kiantone

An accident on Route 62 near
Kiantone, N.Y., claimed the life of
a Warren man Saturday.

Charles L. “Chuck” Schaffer,
82, of 815 Jackson Ave., Warren
died in the collision of his car and a
tractor trailer around noon near the
intersection with Route 60. 

Rescue crews used two Hurst
tools to remove the driver from the
wreckage. Eyewitnesses said Route
62 was closed for nearly two hours
as crews tried to free the driver
from the car and cleaned up the
wreckage. A news release from the
Chautauqua County Sheriff’s De-
partment didn’t list a cause yet. 

Both drivers were taken to
WCA Hospital for treatment.
Schaffer, who was operating the

See FATAL / A5
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WWW
Saturday’s question: 

Are your voting decisions
swayed by endorsements of
candidates? Tell us why.

Today’s question: 
Do you believe the City of
Warren should fund the
construction of a skate
park? Tell us why.

(The results of this poll are not sci-
entific and represent only the opin-
ions of Internet users who have cho-
sen to participate)

Vote and comment at:
www. timesobserver.com
See Saturday’s Forum page

for comments

OONNLLIINNEE PPOOLLLL

Yes, 2.1%

Somewhat, 10.6%

No, 87.2%
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 for Generations
 Caring

 “The Residents and Staff
 at the Rouse Estate appreciate
  the Friends of the Rouse and
 all the wonderful Volunteers.  

 We thank them for
  their dedicated caring service.”

 Ph: 814-563-7565
 Visit us at: www.rouseestate.org

    When You 
 Volunteer...

 Everyone Connects. Everyone Connects. Everyone Connects. Everyone Connects. Everyone Connects.
 April 27 th  - May 3 rd April 27 th  - May 3 rd

 Volunteering Helps You Feel  As Good As The People  You Help!

 The following are proud to honor volunteers who unselfishly dedicate their 
 services & talents asking nothing in return but the success of their efforts.

 Celebrate National Volunteers Week

 WARREN MANOR
 Thanks Our Volunteers!

 “Volunteers are not paid- 
 not because they are 

 worthless, but because 
 they are priceless.”

 author unknown

 For Volunteer Opportunities
 Call 723-7060

 Phone: 814-484-3550
 Online: tidioutecharter.com

 T idioute  C ommunity
 C harter  S chool
 “Working Together to 

 Accomplish More”

 TCCS Salutes
 its Volunteers 
 Thank You!

 Audubon Center
 and Sanctuary

 We would like to thank 
 all of our Volunteers 
 who help to keep our
 Nature Center going. 

 We welcome anyone who 
 would like to join our Volunteer Staff!

 716-569-2345
 info@jamestownaudubon.org

 Connecting People With Nature!
 04

62
47

 Retired & Senior Volunteer Program

 “You must become the 
 change you wish to see in 

 the world.” - Ghandi
 Warren & Forest Counties

 900 Fourth Avenue
 Warren, PA 16365

 814-723-7751

 R S V P
 Volunteers are the backbone of 

 the Warren Senior Center.
 Come in and Join the Fun!

 WARREN SENIOR 
 CENTER, INC.

 The Center on the River

 800 Penna. Ave. W.
 Warren,

 Pennsylvania

 723-3237

Five-Day Forecast For Warren County

Almanac Today’s Sunrise: 6:37 a.m.  Sunset: 7:56 p.m.

Today
Partly Cloudy

High/Low
44°/26°

Chance of Prec.
20%

Tuesday
Sunny

High/Low
52°/34°

Chance of Prec.
10%

Wednesday
Sunny

High/Low
63°/41°

Chance of Prec.
10%

Thursday
Sunny

High/Low
68°/45°

Chance of Prec.
10%

Friday
Partly Cloudy

High/Low
66°/47°

Chance of Prec.
10%

KINZUA DAM  REPORT
Pool level 1,330.33 ft.
Summer pool 1,328 ft.
Maximum pool 1,365 ft.
Upstream temp 38 degrees

Downstream temp 40 degrees
Outflow 4,300 cu.ft./sec.
Note: The Tailwater Access area is closed to ve-
hicles when outflow from the dam is more than

6,000 cubic feet per second.
Outflow gate height 8.85 ft.
Gate opening increased

For new report, call 726-0164

SATURDAY’S STATS
(Provided by Warren Fire Department 
and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers)

Precipitation 0.09
High 56
Low 37
Rain since Jan. 1 13.15 inch-
es
Snow this season 68.80 inch-
es

ALLEGHENY RIVER LEVEL
4.86 feet at 8 a.m. Mon.For new report,
call 726-0164

From Page One
Scholarships awarded to five students ...
$3,000 scholarship for Penn-
sylvania College of Technolo-
gy.

John Sheehy, a senior at
Youngsville High School,
placed second in Motorcycle
Repair, earning him a full
scholarship to WyoTech or
the Motorcycle Mechanics
Institute. 

Jamie Brown, a senior at
Warren Area High School,
placed second in Marine
Technology, earning him a
full scholarship to WyoTech.

Trevor Anderson, a senior

at Eisenhower High School,
placed second in Collision
Repair, earning him a full
scholarship to WyoTech.

William Doré a senior at
Eisenhower High School
placed fifth in masonry.

The competition brought
in approximately 1,500 stu-
dents from across the state.
For the competition, accord-
ing to teacher Jim Mechling,
the students took an industry
test, did hands on work at six
station and completed a lead-
ership test.

For Young, one of his
proudest moments of the trip
was visiting the students’ ho-
tel an hour before curfew.
He said there was a dance
going on downstairs but
his students were in their
room studying. Their level
of commitment is evident
in the results of the com-
petition

“In the end, we brought
back full scholarships for
kids who might not have
gone to school,” he added 

SkillsUSA is a student

organization that creates a
partnership between teach-
ers, students and industry. 

“There’s a huge support
from the industry,” said
Jim Young, an auto colli-
sion teacher who accompa-
nied the kids on the trip.

The competition is
much more than test the
students’ knowledge in
their respective field.
SkillsUSA also focuses on
leadership and work skills
and ethics.

“They learn how a

meeting should be run,”
Young said. He also indi-
cated that the students
learn how to act and dress
appropriately in a business
situation.

The experience and
knowledge the students
gain at SkillsUSA is facili-
tated by the industries that
hope to employee them.

“We can’t do this with-
out industry support,”
Young said.

According Mechling,
the industries and large

technical schools support
SkillsUSA by aiding in
scholarship granting and
helping set the industry
standards the students will
have to follow in the work
field.

Partnerships with or-
ganizations such as the As-
sociation of Marine Tech-
nicians also aids in the cre-
ation of the industry stan-
dards.

“It develops leaders for
the work force,” Principle
Delores Berry said.             

Flower...
“He just came in to Main
Street, handed me these pho-
tographs and said, ‘I want to
do this,’” she said. “He is
making those flower boxes
available to any businesses in
the downtown that want
them.”

Within limits. “I can’t get
every body,” Zavinski said.
“It’s out of the question.”

In the interest of fairness,
Zavinski put the names of all
the businesses in the area of
Liberty Street and Second
and Pennsylvania avenues in
a hat. He then drew 12 names.

“I pulled them out at ran-
dom,” Zavinski said. “Then I
asked the 12 if they wanted
them.”

There was one catch.
There is an informal main-

tenance agreement that goes
along with Zavinski’s flower
boxes.

The flower boxes are just
that – boxes that vary in size
and shape. They don’t come
with dirt or flowers or daily
care.

“If you get one of these,
it’s your responsibility to put
the flowers in them and take
care of them,” Cheronis said.
“That’s it.”

Those who felt they could-
n’t handle that level of re-
sponsibility were free to turn
down Zavinski’s offer.

“Nobody refused,” he
said.

Zavinski is even willing to
do some customization.
Gaughn’s Drug Store agreed
to take a box and asked if he
could put their name on it. He
did.

So, after more than three
months of working on flower
boxes, he’s ready.

“He’s going to go around
and set all these things up as
soon as the weather gets
nice,” Frankie Zavinski, Jim’s
wife, said.

Cheronis said the set-up
date could go along with a
community clean-up event on
Saturday, May 3. “This is an-
other thing to goes along with
our attempts to beautify the
downtown,” she said.

“It’s my little gesture to-
ward the city,” Zavinski said.

“We gotta do what we can to
brighten up the city.”

“I think the people in town
will like that,” Frankie Zavin-
ski said. “I think it will spruce
up downtown. A lot of people
will notice.”

Zavinski built the boxes to
last. They are made of pine
and treated lumber. He
primed them, applied coats of
sealer and painted. “They’ll
stand the elements,” he said.
“They’ll last quite a few
years.”

The 12 he has made so far
are enough – for the moment.

“It’s a lot of expense,” Jim
Zavinski said.

“It’s a lot of work,”
Frankie Zavinski said. “This
is all winter he’s been doing
this.”

But he may create more of
the boxes.

“I’ll keep making them,”
Zavinski said, “at a slower
pace.”

Making at least a dozen
large, standing flower boxes
in his carport (the garage is
already occupied by Zavins-
ki’s workshop) at his own ex-
pense shouldn’t be all that
surprising to those who know
Zavinski.

From cleaning up and up-
grading Soldiers and Sailors
park for 13 years, to running
Music in the Park, to restor-
ing the South Side fountain,
the city councilman and his
wife are involved with many
projects, events and generally
good things in the city.

“Jim Zavinski has defi-
nitely stepped up to the
plate,” Cheronis said. “Jim
Zavinski is the angel of War-
ren.”

Although Frankie Zavins-
ki isn’t as enthusiastic as her
husband about having a
dozen large flower boxes tak-
ing up the family’s covered
parking area, she is support-
ing the project her way.

“I’m going to go on a posy
patrol every once in a while,”
she said. “If I see one dead
flower or one artificial flower
in any of those things, I’m go-
ing to make a scene.”
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