
Melissa Bell-Lowden,
daughter of Ronald and Lor-

raine Bell of
Youngsville,
received her
doctoral hood
during the
University of
Pittsburgh
commence-
ment cere-
monies on

April 27. She completed her
Ph.D. in social work in De-
cember 2007 and was the
doctoral speaker during the
department graduation cere-
mony. She received her
Ph.D. certificate in women’s
studies in April 2008.

Bell is a 1992 graduate of
Youngsville High School
and a 1996 graduate of Indi-
ana University of Pennsyl-
vania (IUP).  She received a
MSW from the University
of Pittsburgh in 1998 and
completed a post-MSW fel-
lowship at Yale University
in 1999.  She was an adjunct
professor at the University
of Pittsburgh and was re-
cently appointed to the fac-
ulty of Chatham University.

She is also an affiliated fac-
ulty member of the Pennsyl-
vania Center for Women,
Politics, and Public Policy.  

— —
Marissa L. Peters, daugh-

ter of Mark and Tina Peters
of Warren and
a sophomore at
Warren Area
High School,
and Sandy
Theim, grand-
daughter of
Donna Roberti
of Warren and
a sophomore at
Warren Area
High School,
has been grant-
ed a scholar-
ship to attend
Pennsylvania
Free Enterprise
Week on the
campus of Ly-

coming College,
Williamsport. Pennsylvania
Free Enterprise Week is an
economic education pro-
gram that offers students an
inside look at the private en-
terprise system and the way
the free market functions.

Pennsylvania teachers
and counselors recommend
the candidates who are then
reviewed by the PFEW staff.
Admission is based on moti-
vation to learn that is
demonstrated through essays
submitted by the applicants.
Those accepted are awarded
scholarships, which cover all
program costs, excluding a
nominal registration fee and
transportation to and from
Lycoming College. When
students arrive for their one-
week session in July or Au-
gust, they are housed on the
campus in dormitories where
they experience a taste of
college life.

During the week, student
“companies” simulate the
actual operation of their own
businesses for the equivalent
of three years. Business vol-
unteers serve as “Company
Advisors” who mentor the
students as they face many
of the same decisions real
executives confront. The
companies compete against
each other in the areas of
management skill, return on
net assets, a marketing and

advertising campaign, and a
presentation to stockholders.
Company advisors do not
make decisions for their
team, but suggest available
options and share their own
experiences and challenges.
Scholarship winners learn
the value of teamwork, co-
operation, and leadership.

— —
Dr. Janet Smith, a native

of Warren, received an hon-
orary doctorate
degree from
F r a n c i s c a n
University of
Steubenville,
during gradu-
ate ceremonies
held May 10.
Smith is a pro-
fessor of moral

theology at Sacred Heart
Major Seminary in Detroit,
Mich. Her parents, John and
Ann, and other family mem-
bers reside in Warren.

Smith was declared a
doctor of Christian ethics in
honor of her defense of the
gift of human sexuality. She
also gave the graduate com-
mencement address and

called upon the audience to
be “truth missionaries” un-
afraid to engage fellow
Catholics and colleagues at
work on crucial moral issues
of our time.

Smith holds the Chair of
Life Ethics at Sacred Heart
Major Seminary in Detroit
and is a renowned truth mis-
sionary in her own right,
who for more than 30 years,
has countered the culture
with clear, common sense
explanations of church
teachings on human sexuali-
ty. As an author and speaker,
she has helped many people
embrace Catholic truth in
practice and principle.

— —
Sierra Kuzminski of

Spring Creek recently gradu-
ated from Ed-
inboro Univer-
sity Of Penn-
sylvania with a
bachelor of
science degree
in elementary
education with
a concentra-

tion in social studies. She
graduated with honors, earn-

ing a 4.0 grade average dur-
ing her final semester.
Kuzminski has been hired at
Early Connections in Erie
where she will be an early
education teacher. She plans
to go back to Edinboro to
finish her master’s degree in
early childhood education.
Kuzminski is the daughter of
Randy and Keeley Kuzmins-
ki of Spring Creek.

— —
April Lee Wiler of

Youngsville has enrolled as a
music major at
Eastern Uni-
versity, St.
Davids, Pa. A
graduate of
Warren Area
High School,
Wiler received
the presiden-
tial scholar-

ship and the honor music
scholarship. She attends
Saron Lutheran Church,
Youngsville, and is the
daughter of Joseph and Lyn-
nette Wilder.
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Ten students from the Warren County Ca-
reer Center were definitely up for the challenge
– the Fuel Cell Challenge.

In late May, the team was in Williamsport
for the second year in a row to compete in the
Pennsylvania College of Technology’s Fuel
Cell Challenge, and came home as the overall
winner.

Competing with schools that have enroll-
ments of more than 1,000 students, the WCCC
team placed first in engineering and artistic de-
sign, fastest car and fuel management, and third
in hill climb and load pull.

That added up to a first-place overall finish
in the competition.

“By winning a state event as challenging as
this, it just proves that the students are good as
any other students in the country,” said Jim
Young, one of the Fuel Cell Challenge advi-
sors. “This is huge for us. Sometimes we are
overlooked, but I believe that we are the little
school that can. I am very proud of them all.”

Members of the team were seniors Kyle Or-
th, Collin Meadows, Zach Kick and Matt Jef-
fery and juniors Jacob Scalise and Christian
Foley from Warren Area High School, senior
Aaron Quiggle and sophomore Scott Hodges
from Eisenhower and sophomores Casey
Hansen and Dane Freeborough from
Youngsville.

The purpose of the Fuel Cell Challenge is to
introduce high school students to fuel cell tech-
nology (fuel cells as a power source, hydrogen
generation and fuel management), and to apply
that technology to physics principles in con-
struction of model fuel cell vehicles that will
compete in a variety of performance events.

According to the Pennsylvania College of
Technology, “Hydrogen fuel cells are among
the most promising technologies of the future
as an energy source. Hydrogen is one of the
most abundant chemicals in the world, and a
hydrogen fuel cell emits as its output only elec-
tricity, heat and water. It holds great potential
for our nation’s energy independence, while
potentially providing a clean and renewable
supply of electricity for all electrical needs....”

“The students were working with state of
the art technology,” said Young. “This was a
great learning experience for everyone.”

The student-lead project took more than six
months of fine-tuning each of the fuel cells the
students created.

“For this one I had to cut the styrofoam and
melt it to fit on top of the fuel cell,” explained
Jeffery, who showed off one of the cells that
balances itself as it runs.

All the students designed the hydrogen fuel
cells by themselves with little assistance from
Young and Tim Sampson, electronic instructor
at WCCC.

“During the competition, we had one fuel
cell that had to meet the 10 meter range to
qualify and we ended up having a cell that
reached it by three inches.,” said Young. “They
ended up winning first place in that part of the
competition.”

Since winning the state competition, the stu-
dents have been invited to attend the national
competition this summer at Pennsylvania  Col-
lege of Technology.

“This whole experience was a lot of fun,”
said Jeffery. “It was great working with the oth-
er guys through the teamwork and problem-
solving that we did. I look forward to nation-
als.”

Warren County Career Center team wins
state title at Fuel Cell Challenge

With permission of:
Times Observer
Warren, PA
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Question: I know
it is getting late, but I
would like to throw a
high-
school
gradu-
ation
party
for my
son.
He’ll
be
gradu-
ating in a
couple of
weeks. I
don’t know where to be-
gin. Who do you invite?
When do you have it?
What kind of food is
served? — Party Plan-
ning

Answer: By now,
the dates for school-spon-
sored graduation parties
and many home parties
have been set. First of all,
talk over with your son
the type of party that he
would like. Would he like
an open house with fami-
ly and friends, a family
party with all the rela-
tives, or a party with his
friends? Be sure to talk
frankly about how much
can be spent on the party.
Next, it’s time to decide
when and where it will be
held.

If he would like to
have a party for his fel-
low graduates and no
good dates are still avail-
able, consider having this
celebration later in the
summer. The graduates
will appreciate getting to-
gether again before they
go off to college or jobs.

Invitations can be
mailed or e-mailed to
guests. Be sure to send
them out with sufficient
warning of when the par-
ty will be. Don’t forget to
give the date and time of
the party as well as an
idea of what to wear
(dressy or casual
clothes). If there will be
an activity such as swim-
ming, dancing or picnick-
ing, mention this too.

The type of party
and number of guests
dictate the food that will
be served. Typically, a
“congratulations gradu-
ate(s)” cake is served.
And decorations can be
done in the school’s col-
ors.

If you want loads of
ideas about graduation
party themes, decorations
and food, go online. Just
use a search engine to in-
vestigate “high-school
graduation parties.”

** *
Send questions to

Dear Teacher, in care of
this newspaper, Box 395,
Carmel, IN 46082-0395;
or e-mail: DearTeach(at
sign)aol.com.

DEAR
TEACHER

Marge Eberts,
Peggy Gisler
Creators Syndicate

Graduation
party tips

Head Of The Class

Times Observer photo by Lauren Vokish
Fuel Cell Challenge champions

Warren County Career Center students took first place at the Hydrogen Fuel Cell Challenge
State Competition in Williamsport last month. Left to right are Christian Foley, Warren Area High
School; Aaron Quiggle, Eisenhower High School; Matt Jeffery, WAHS; Zach Kick, WAHS; Jacob
Scalise, WAHS; Kyle Orth, WAHS; Casey Hansen, Youngsville High School; Collin Meadows,
WAHS; and Scott Hodges, EHS; Missing is Dane Freeborough, YHS.

Times Observer photo by Lauren Vokish

Artistic ability
Matt Jeffrey, a senior at the Warren

County Career Center, holds one of the
hydrogen fuel cells he designed for the
state competition. His model won for artis-
tic design.
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