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Possession and Use of Asthma Inhaler by Students
Authority 
In accordance with Act 187 of 2004, the Board shall permit students to possess asthma inhalers and to self-administer the medication used to treat asthma when such use is parent requested/authorized and prescribed by a physician, certified and registered nurse practitioner, or physician assistant.
Definitions 
“Asthma inhaler” shall mean a prescribed device used for self-administration of short-acting, metered doses of prescribed medication to treat an acute asthma attack.
“Self-administration” shall mean a student’s use of medication in accordance with a prescription or written instructions from a physician, certified and registered nurse practitioner, or physician assistant.
Guidelines
A. Before a student may possess or use an asthma inhaler during school hours, the Board shall require the following:
1. A written request/authorization completed by the parent or guardian for the District to comply with the order of a physician, certified and registered nurse practitioner, or physician assistant, with a copy of such order being submitted with the request/authorization.
2. A statement from the parent or guardian acknowledging that the District is not responsible for ensuring that the medication is taken and relieving the District and its employees of responsibility for the benefits or consequences of the prescribed medication.
B. The student shall be made aware that the asthma inhaler is intended for his/her use only and may not be shared with other students.  The sharing of an asthma inhaler with any other student will result in the immediate confiscation of the asthma inhaler and the loss of self-administration privileges.  Additionally, the student sharing the inhaler will be subject to discipline under the District’s Disciplinary Code.
C. The District reserves the right to confiscate an asthma inhaler and terminate self-administration privileges in the event that any policy relating to self-administration is either abused or ignored.
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D. The student shall notify the school nurse immediately following each use of an asthma inhaler.
E. A student whose parent or guardian completes the written requirements for the student to possess an asthma inhaler and self-administer the prescribed medication in the school setting must demonstrate to the school nurse the capability for self-administration and responsible behavior in use of the medication.  The District reserves the right to deny the privilege of self-administration in the event that the capability of self-administration or for responsible behavior in use of the medication is unable to be demonstrated by the student to the school nurse.
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