
nd, Domie, graduated
from Warren Area High
School. While living in
Warren, she was a dental
assistant for Dr. William
Boger. She and Domie
have two children. She is
the daughter of Marv and
Marie Gustafson of War-
ren.

— —
Cole Burke has been ac-

cepted into the nursing
program at Edinboro Uni-

versity for
the fall se-
mester. He
graduated in
June from
Eisenhower
High School
with honors.
Burke was

elected to the National
Technical Honor Society at
the Warren County Career
Center. While at Eisen-
hower, he was active in
marching band, jazz and
concert bands. He is the
son of Paul and Melinda
Burke of Russell.

— —
Clayton Burke graduat-

ed from the University of
Northwestern Ohio (UN-
OH) on June
8 with an as-
sociate’s de-
gree in auto-
motive tech-
nology and
high per-
f o r m a n c e
motorsports.
While at UNOH, has was a
member of the technical
support team at Limaland
Motorsports Park. Burke, a
2005 graduate of Eisen-
hower High School, is em-
ployed by United Refining
Company. He is the son of
Paul and Melinda Burke of
Russell.

— —
Two local students grad-

uated from Pennsylvania
College of Technology,
Williamsport, this summer:

Stephanie Marie Sapor-
ito, Warren, earned an as-
sociate of applied science
degree in health informa-
tion technology.

Jacob Walter Wilson,
Warren, earned an associ-
ate of applied science de-
gree in forest technology.

— —
Jeremy Sliter of Pitts-

field graduated from Point
Park University, Pitts-
burgh, with a bachelor of
science degree in mortuary
science and minors in grief
psychology and business
administration. He also
was named to the dean’s
list. Sliter is the son of
Randy Sliter of
Youngsville and Cindy
McKinney Kemery of
Pittsfield. He is a 1998
graduate of Youngsville
High School.
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Most high school graduates leave school with
one significant piece of paper.

Students in the Warren County Career Center’s
Computer Information Specialist program could
walk away with a diploma plus three separate cer-
tifications.

“Businesses in Warren approached WCCC
personnel and encouraged us to expand our stu-
dent offerings in the IT (information technology)
field,” Career Center Principal Delores Berry
said.

A team with mem-
bers from the communi-
ty and the school was
formed to come up with
some options.

“The team was look-
ing for a career program
that could provide com-
pleters with serious fi-
nancial opportunities
for immediate work or a
smooth transition to a
post-secondary institu-
tion,” Berry said.

In the computer age,
that means certifica-
tions. So the Computer
Information Specialist
program, with a variety
of areas of study was formed.

“The Warren County Career Center is excited
about this program that prepares students  to be-
come computer information specialists,” Berry
said. “The Career Center curriculum covers per-
sonal computers, laptops and portable devices,

operating systems, printers
and scanners, networks, se-
curity, safety and environ-
mental issues and concludes
with professionalism and
communication.”

The first year of the pro-
gram is off to a good start,
with enrollment numbers
close to the cap for the class.

During a recent school
board meeting, board mem-
ber Jeff Lockett said the pro-
gram is “dynamically chang-

ing to the positive.”
“Twenty students are currently

enrolled with the goal of earning indus-
try certifications in A+ Essentials,
CompTIA Network, CompTIA Securi-
ty, CompTIA Server, and Linux+,”
Berry said.

CompTIA is a major portion of
the course.

“The Computing Technology
Industry Association (CompTIA), an
internationally recognized certification
organization, has developed specialized
initiatives and programs dedicated to
major areas within the information
technology (IT) industry,” Berry said.
“They include convergence technology,
e-commerce, IT training, software serv-
ices, certification, public policy and

workforce development.”
The class is designed with annual steps that

bring students higher into the IT employment ech-
elon.

“Upon completion of a student’s first year, the
goal is credentials that bring students to the PC

Service Technician level,” she said.
Also after one year, students will be qualified

to provide phone support as a “Help Desk Techni-
cian.”

That paperwork puts students in good standing
in the tech world, but there is more to come.

“The goal for second-year students is to earn
credentials to become a Network Support Techni-
cian,” Berry said. “High school graduates have
the opportunity in year three of the program to
qualify as a LAN (Local Area Network) adminis-
trator.”

The combination of the credentials and the soft
skills included in the program are expected to
make for highly employable graduates.

“Certified IT professionals report that industry
credentials afford individuals with secure em-
ployment and considerable opportunities for per-
sonal professional development,” Berry said.
“When high schools can graduate students with
industry certifications in hand, this has a positive
impact on the companies and on the young people
that they employ.”

“It’s a wonderful opportunity for kids,” she
said.
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Head
Of The
Class

Times Observer photo by Brian Ferry

Network
Erik Krantz reveals the indi-

vidual wires in a cable prior to
attaching a network connector
head to it.

Times Observer photo by Brian Ferry

CompTIA
Teacher Terry Emerich in-

structs a class on CompTIA
A+ Certification at Warren
County Career Center.

Times Observer photo by Brian Ferry

Clipping cable
Maryanne Elder cuts the

coating of a cable revealing
the wires within.

Times Observer photo by Brian Ferry

Attentive
CompTIA students (from

left) James Christman and
Kyle Pfleuger listen as
Teacher Terry Emerich intro-
duces new material.

Times Observer photo by Brian Ferry
Tools of the trade

Nickole Edwards and Cody Gardiner work together on
a task during CompTIAA+ Certification training.

“When high schools
can graduate students
with industry certifica-
tions in hand, this has a
positive impact on the
companies and on the
young people that they
employ.”
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LPN graduates
Sixteen Licensed Practical

Nursing (LPN) graduates received
certificates and pins for completion
of the Erie 2-Chautauqua-Catta-
raugus BOCES School of Practical
Nursing program on Aug. 28. Com-
pletion of the program allows stu-
dents to take the state licensing ex-
am. From left are  Ashley Abraham,
Instructor Elaine Muscarella, Angie
Ferraro, Nicole Berg, Bonnie
Causer, Robert Gallagher, Tammy
Irwin, Kathy Cook, Sarah Petrush,
Katie Dase, Amanda Simonds,
Betty Duke, Kathy Walton, Jacque-
lyn Williams, Brittany Dunn, Anna
Wencil and Valedictorian Lesa
Dunn. The BOCES School of Prac-
tical Nursing program is presented
in cooperation with JCC and War-
ren/Forest Hi-Ed.
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