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Computer Information
Specialist program offers

WCCC students
three key certifications

By BRIAN FERRY

bferry@timesobserver.com

operating systems, printers
and scanners, networks, se
curity, safety and environ-
Most high school graduates leave school wittental issues and conclude
one significant piece of paper. with professionalism and
Students in the Warren County Career Cent@nmunication.”
Computer Information Specialist program could The first year of the pro-
walk away with a diploma plus three separate agram is off to a good start,
tifications. with enrollment numbers
“Businesses in Warren approached WCCDse to the cap for the class
personnel and encouraged us to expand our stBuring a recent school Tools of the trade
dent offerings in the IT (information technologyjoard meeting, board mem-  Njickole Edwards and Cody Gardiner work together on
field,” Career Center Principal Delores Berier Jeff Lockett said the pro-g 155k during CompTIA A+ Certification training
said. gram is “dynamically chang- '
A team with mem- ing to the positive.” Service Technician level,” she said.
bers from the communi- “Twenty students are currently Ao after one year, students will be qualified
ty and the school was enrolled with the goal of earning indusy provide phone support as a “Help Desk Techn
formed to come up with cgn graduate students try certifications in A+ Essentialsgign »
some options. ith indust ifica- CompTIA Network, CompTIA Securi-  That paperwork puts students in good standin
“The team was look- WIN INAUSTrY Cerufica ty, CompTIA Server, and Linux+,"in the tech world, but there is more to come.

ing for a career programtjons in hand, thishasa  Berry said. “The goal for second-year students is to ear
that could provide com- e h
pleters with serious fi- pOSItIVG !mpaCt on the
nancial opportunities companies and on the
smooth transition to a YOUNg people that they
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“When high schools

the course.

“The Computing Technologythe opportunity in year three of the program t

Industry Association (CompTIA), anyalify as a LAN (Local Area Network) adminis-
internationally recognized certificatiogy gty ™

for immediate work or a

post-secondary institu- gmploy.” organization, has developed specializedThe combination of the credentials and the so

tion,” Berry said. Delores Ber initiatives and programs dedicated i|ls included in the program are expected t
In the computer age, elo es be Y major areas within the informatiomnake for highly employable graduates.

that means certifica- WCCC principal technology (IT) industry,” Berry said. - «Certified IT professionals report that industry

tions. So the Computer

) pu “They include convergence technologyredentials afford individuals with secure em
Information Specialist

e-commerce, IT training, software Se'&1oyment and considerable opportunities for pe

program, with a variety ices, certification, public policy andopal professional development,” Berry said
of areas of study was formed. workforce development.”

“The Warren County Career Center is excited The class is designed with annual steps thafustry certifications in hand, this has a positiv¢
about this program that prepares students toliséng students higher into the IT employment eGhpact on the companies and on the young peog
come computer information specialists,” Bergjon. that they employ.”
said. “The Career Center curriculum covers per-“Upon completion of a student's first year, the s 3 wonderful opportunity for kids,” she
sonal computers, laptops and portable deviggsal is credentials that bring students to the Bgq.
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CompTlAis a major portion ofcredentials to become a Network Support Techni
cian,” Berry said. “High school graduates havi

“When high schools can graduate students wif]
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Cl ipping ca le
aryanne Elder cuts the
coating of a cable revealing
the wires within.

Networ

head to it.
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Erik Krantz reveals the indi-
vidual wires in a cable prior to
attaching a network connector

Attentive

CompTIA students (from
left) James Christman and
Kyle Pfleuger listen as
Teacher Terry Emerich intro-
duces new material.
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ComL)TIA
Teacher Terry Emerich in-
structs a class on CompTIA
A+ Certification at Warren
County Career Center.
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