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Criminal Investigation
Course Summary:

In this course, the student will examine the process of identifying and arresting criminal suspects, types of crimes and offenses, and preparing for court. The student will study the history of criminal investigation and explore the relationship between investigation and the courtroom process by examining case studies.
Course Outline

1. Criminal Investigation

· Outline criminal investigation and English heritage

· Map criminal investigation in America and identify the objectives of criminal investigation

· Discuss the role of evidence at the scene and summarize the First Officer's responsibilities

2. Crime Scene

· Describe the use of field notes

· Explain how information is documented in the official police report

· Discuss photographic evidence

· Identify the function of the crime lab

3. The Crime Lab
· Identify the function of the crime lab

· Describe equipment and techniques used in the crime lab

4. Criminal Intelligence

· Identify types of criminal intelligence and summarize the procedures for gathering and analyzing  intelligence

5. Criminal Surveillance

· Discuss criminal intelligence and surveillance operations

· Describe undercover operations

6. Constitutional Searches

· Define terms related to search and seizure 

· Identify legal guidelines for searches and explain the exclusionary rule 

· Describe types of searches and compare and contrast searches with and without a warrant

7. Searching for Evidence and Making an Arrest

· Analyze the process of searching for and collecting evidence

· Examine the process of making an arrest

· Appraise the use of force in an arrest

8. Interviews and Interrogations

· Define terms related to interviews and interrogations 

· Describe the interview process and summarize the procedures for interrogations 

· Identify types of confessions

9. Using Informants

· Define terms related to informants

· Describe the interview process

· Paraphrase who informants are 

· Examine the management of informants

10. Wrongful Death

· Define terms related to wrongful death

· Describe how time of death is estimated

· Discuss evidence used in identifying wrongful death

11. Robbery, Assault, and Related Offenses

· Define terms related to robbery

· Define terms related to assault

· Paraphrase elder abuse

· Outline the process of investigating robberies

· Describe stalking as an assault

12. Drug Offenses and White-Collar Crime

· Identify the principles of drug abuse

· Summarize drug laws

· Analyze the process and ways of investigating drug offenses

· Differentiate between the types of white-collar crime and examine ways to investigate white-collar crimes

13. Burglary

· Define terms related to burglaries and identify types of burglaries

· Categorize types of burglars

· Differentiate between robbery and burglary 

· Describe burglaries as a criminal offense

14. Larceny-Theft

· Define terms related to larceny-theft

· Identify and discuss the types of larceny-theft offenses

· Outline how larceny-theft offenses are investigated and describe how stolen property is traced

15. Motor Vehicle Theft

· Define terms related to motor vehicle theft and trace the process of investigating motor vehicle theft 

· Describe motivations for motor vehicle theft 

· Explain how stolen vehicles are disguised

16. Arson and Bombings

· Identify elements of arson and describe how arson is investigated 

· Discuss bombing as a criminal offense 

· Discuss the investigation of bombings

17. Preparation for Court

· Describe pretrial procedures and discuss witness preparation

· Chart the criminal trial process

· Analyze the investigator as a professional witness

· Examine the role of the expert witness

18. Criminal Investigation Final Exam
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