Syllabus: MS Language Arts III v8 (GS)
Below is the syllabus for your course. 

Estimated Completion Time: This Middle School Language Arts III course is scheduled for 2 semesters, completed within 32-36 weeks at the traditional pace.

Description: 
Maybe change would not be hard if we knew where it was all going.  This course is not about telling fortunes, but it is about seeing how people and ideas have changed.  It is also about discovering which ideas have lasting value for you.

Books, poems and songs are filled with stories about people discovering the world around them and the world inside them.  Their authors shared their reflections about how people respond to changes and challenges.  In this course, you will encounter the many faces of change.  You will also be challenged to define and describe your own place in a changing world.

The purpose of this course is to give you the tools to understand and express who you are and where you want to go.  By the end of the course, your portfolio of writings will give you a descriptive self-portrait of a young adult growing up.
Course Assessment and Participation Requirements: 

Besides engaging students in challenging curriculum, the course guides students to reflect on their learning and to evaluate their progress through a variety of assessments. Assessments can be in the form of self-checks, practice lessons, multiple choice questions, writing assignments, projects, research papers, essays, oral assessments, and discussions. Instructors evaluate progress and provide interventions through the variety of assessments built into a course, as well as through contact with the student in other venues.
Segment 1
Topics Covered:

· Staying on Pace
· Meeting Classmates
· Organizing Notebook and Preparing for Class
· Learning Styles
· Literacy History
· Brainstorming
· Creative Writing
· Reading Comprehension
· Self-Portrait Project
· Vocabulary Development
· Free-Writing
· Reading Skills (Poetry, Prose, Nonfiction, Songs)
· Interviewing Skills
· Writing Summaries and Personal Responses
· Friendly Letters
· Media Literacy
· Quotation Marks
· End Punctuation
· Reading and Analyzing a Novel
· Pre-Reading Strategies
· Summary Writing
· Personal Response to Literature
· Story Elements (Character, Plot, Setting, Point of View, Theme)
· Time Management
· Book Review
· Essay Structure
· Writing Process (Brainstorming, Drafting, Revising, Editing)
· Narrative, Expository and Persuasive Essays
· Writing Introductions
· Writing the Body of the Essay (Specific Details)
· Writing Conclusions
· Analyzing Writing Prompts
· Timed Writings
· Scoring Rubrics
Segment 2
Topics Covered:

· Appreciating and Responding to Poetry
· Understanding Poetic Devices (Rhyme, Stanza)
· Understanding Figurative Language (Metaphor, Simile, Imagery, Personification, Hyperbole, Onomatopoeia)
· Writing and Collecting Poetry
· Vocabulary Development
· Real-World Literacy
· Self-Assessment and Interest Inventory
· Goal-Setting (Personal, School, Extracurricular, Career)
· Career Exploration
· Fact/Opinion
· Cause/Effect
· Parody
· Propaganda
· Speech-Writing Techniques
· Listening and Speaking Skills
· Research Skills
· Bibliography
